
 
 
 

May 20, 2021 

Dear Citizens, 

A lot has happened since this pandemic started more than a year ago. We have lost loved ones, 

watched people we know struggle to regain their health after contracting the virus, and waited 

patiently for good news that will make us less anxious and fearful of this pandemic.  

We can all recite the mantra of COVID-19 by heart these days – wash your hands, wear a 

mask, keep your distance, stay home, and stay safe. We know the rules, and it is just as 

important as ever to follow them. As we near the finish line, we must stay diligent and not follow 

temptation to bend the rules. 

We are all suffering from pandemic fatigue. We miss our friends and family. We long for some 

sense of normalcy. We want to gather to dance and drum together. To put it simply, we want 

our lives back. To return to normal, we must continue to make sacrifices now. I know you have 

been hearing that for a year and are probably tired of being told to stay home and stay safe. 

Unfortunately, this is still what we all need to do. If we want to enjoy our summer and see a few 

more people in the coming months, we must stay the course. 

The province has strict travel restrictions in place until at least May 24, 2021. They ask that 

people stay as close to home as possible. We are also being told to stick to our health region. 

For most of us, that is Vancouver Island. For others it is either within the Northern and Interior 

Health regions or the Lower Mainland and the Fraser Valley. 

The arrival of May long weekend usually signals the start of summer, and it is often a kickoff to 

tourism season. I want to ask you to follow the provincial restrictions and do not travel out of 

your region for the long weekend. The fine you face may be the least of your problems if you do 

not follow them. COVID is out there, and it is best to play it safe. 

These are unusual times. We now have babies in our Nation who have never seen strangers 

without a mask. We lost loved ones and have not been able to gather to say goodbye. Children 

are growing up without their grandparents, aunts, and uncles around to be witness to their 

constant changes. We work from home and are creative with how we meet with our friends and 

family.  

The rollout of the vaccine gives many of us hope. I just ask that we make sacrifices now, until 

enough of us have been vaccinated to protect our children and those who cannot be vaccinated, 

so that we can all see each other again soon. Afterall, we are Huu-ay-aht Strong. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Robert J. Dennis Sr. 


