
 
 
 

December 18, 2020 

Dear Citizens, 

Throughout this pandemic, the one constant has been change. We have had to adjust to a 

different way to live, work, and play. For the most part, we have done well and have adjusted to 

what we have gotten to know as the new normal. 

The changes have been tough on all of us. Tighter restrictions were put in place. Our social 

circles have shrunk significantly. Huu-ay-aht has seen firsthand just how hard this pandemic can 

be as several citizens contracted the virus. On November 25, we lost Marcia Thomas to COVID-

19, and on December 11 we learned the virus had arrived in Anacla. Since then, we have heard 

that four people have been confirmed as COVID positive.  

It was both heartbreaking and terrifying when we heard the virus was in our isolated community. 

So far, this small cluster of COVID in our territory has been contained to one family, who is in 

quarantine. The Nation and this family responded quickly, and we are happy to report they are 

doing well so far. Contact tracing was also conducted by the health authority and appropriate 

testing was done. 

With every passing day we feel a bit more relief as the virus appears to be contained and is not 

spreading within Anacla or to the neighbouring community of Bamfield. It serves as a strong 

reminder that we must remain diligent and follow the restrictions and recommendations in place. 

We know this is difficult, especially during the holiday season, but we must make sacrifices to 

keep everyone safe. 

We ask that you please follow these guidelines and restrictions: 

• No non-essential travel outside your region - only for medical and emergencies 

• If you travel into an area with high number of cases – Lower Mainland and Fraser Valley 

– please self-isolate for two weeks when you return home 

• Limit your shopping – stock up on essentials and decrease your trips to stores 

• If you are in a public place, it is mandatory that you ALWAYS wear a mask  

• Wash your hands frequently, don’t touch your face, and keep your distance 

• Do not host or participate in social gatherings of any size 

• Stick to your core bubble, which consists of only your household members 

• Do not visit your family who are outside your household – especially elders or people 

with compromised immunity (medical conditions) 

• If you see/talk with people outside of your bubble, follow the six-foot rule and wear a 

mask  

• Anacla and Bamfield are remote communities, be extra cautious and avoid visiting  

• Residents of Anacla and Bamfield should avoid travelling outside of their communities 



 
 
 
Following these precautions now will be difficult, but a vaccine is on its way. Your Nation is 

working to ensure we can take full advantage of this vaccine when it is available. We are not out 

of the woods yet, but we can see the light shining through the branches. While you enjoy your 

smaller Christmas and New Year celebrations, focus on the hope this vaccine offers us. We will 

be able to gather soon to sing our songs and dance together once again. 

We are a resilient nation, and we are Huu-ay-aht Strong. 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Robert J. Dennis Sr. 
 


