
Valerie Bellwood for Councillor

I am Valerie Bellwood, grand-daughter of late Andy & Annie Clappis and the middle 
daughter of Marilyn Clappis and late Bill MacDonald.

I had my son when I was 20 years old and I only had my grade 10. I wanted to see 
my son graduate so I had to lead by example. I went back to college for almost 5 
years taking core courses as well as Bookkeeping and Accounting courses. I 
graduated and received my Dogwood Diploma when I was 25 years old. My son 
graduated grade 12 and got his diploma when he was 18. Conquering those goals 
gave me a sense of pride and self-conJidence. I became a very strong, independant, 
business oriented First Nations woman. 

I focus on opportunity and follow through.  It has been my strength and has had a 
positive effect on being a successful entrepreneur. I am currently into my 11th year 
as the sole owner of Alberni  Colour Corner, Benjamin Moore paint, Jloor and 
window covering store. I have been recognized for 4 consecutive years, as the best 
Paint store in Port Alberni. I received Business of the year in 2010 by the NEDC and 
was nominated in 2018 for the BC Aboriginal Business Award.

For the past  6 1/2 years, I held a seat on the Board of Directors for the Huu-ay-aht 
Group of Businesses. It has been a great experience watching our amazing Nation's 
businesses grow and I feel that we can continue to become  an even more 
prosperous nation with strong, educated leaders. There is a  great potential in our 
existing businesses, as well as new opportunity. I believe that continued growth will 
only have a positive outcome for the future of our nation.

It takes a community to create a safe, healthy, strong and educated nation. It takes 
strong leaders to initiate and execute the direction for our nation. Positive and 
encouraging guidance towards education, training and work experience is the best 
inJluence for our future Huu-ay-aht's. We as a Nation, including myself, need to help 
create that successful path to a self-sustaining Nation! I would love to be a part of 
helping to make this change.

We as a Nation need to work together and show the world that we can do it! We are 
doing it! We are proud to be Huu-ay-aht! I am proud to be Huu-ay-aht and I worked 
6 1/2 years for the Huu-ay-aht Group of Businesses and would love to continue to 

work for our Nation.



Cell: 250-240-4598
Email: vjbellwood@gmail.com


