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Prepared for the Future

It’s been an exciting month for Nuu-chah-nulth graduates. The festivities began on
Thursday, June 17th, when students and staff of VAST, Choices, and partner sites
at Tseshaht, Ditidaht, Hot Springs, Tin Wis, Esowista, and Opitsaht gathered to
celebrate at the Capitol Theatre. 57 graduates were in attendance, but the programs
contributed in some way to the graduation of over 130 students in SD#70 in 2010.
Next, the Nuu-chah-nulth graduation class of 2010 gathered in Anacla at the House
of Huu-ay-aht on Saturday, June 26th (pictured above) to acknowledge the successes
of all Nuu-chah-nulth graduates this year. From the moment the Paawats t’aat’neeis
led the graduates into the room through the cedar arch, the scene was set for a very
special and memorable graduation ceremony. There were 76 Nuu-chah-nulth graduates from SD 70 and SD 84. Finally, Alberni District Secondary School held their
graduation ceremonies on Wednesday, June 30th, and 35 Nuu-chah-nulth graduates
walked the stage at the AV Multiplex.
We are understandably proud of our youth as they succeed and prepare for
the next chapter of their lives. As you will read inside this month’s issue of Uyaqhmis,
Huu-ay-aht youth of all ages have something to say about how they are connected to
their communities and to the world we live in. They are thinking about the future,
their role in it, and what it will mean to be a Huu-ay-aht citizen after Treaty Implementation. We are excited to share the results of the HFN Youth Survey with you,
along with a special feature on the Pachena Bay Campground, the Youth Forum,
community news and photos for this special expanded summer edition of Uyaqhmis.
See you in September and have a wonderful summer!
If undeliverable, please return to: 				
Huu-ay-aht First Nations Treaty Office
3483 - 3rd Ave.,
Port Alberni, BC V9Y 4E4
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HFN Leadership Updates
Council Message

Huu-ay-aht Uyaqhm
= is is printed
ten times per year to foster community awareness and involvement among a population of over
six-hundred and fifty people
Huu-ay-aht Uyaqhm
= is promotes
the recovery of the Huu-ay-aht
dialect of the Nuu-chah-nulth language, culture and principles. An
additional goal is to increase community skills and capacity as the
Huu-ay-aht First Nations prepare
for Effective Date of the Maa-nulth
Treaty on April 1st , 2011. Finally,
Uyaqhm
= is aims to promote knowledge of Huu-ay-aht First Nations’
culture and language with interested readers both nationally and
internationally.
Send any letters to the editor,
comments, questions or requests
to the Huu-ay-aht Communications Department. Contact information is found below.
Please note that the HFN Communications Department reserves
the right to select submissions
based on theme and content and
may edit materials for grammar
and space. We are committed
to accuracy in our reporting. If
a mistake is made, please let us
know and we will correct it in our
next issue.
Items not selected for publication
in this newsletter may be published on the Huu-ay-aht website,
and as above, may be edited for
space and grammar.
The Huu-ay-aht Communications Department is governed by
the Huu-ay-aht Communications
Committee, a group selected
by the Huu-ay-aht First Nations
Chief & Council.

We, the Huu-ay-aht people, envision
a proud, self-governing, and sovereign nation. Isaak will guide us as we
work together to establish a healthy,
prosperous and self-sustaining community where our culture, language,
spirituality and economy prosper for
the benefit of all Huu-ay-aht

Huu -ay-aht First Nations
Communications
Committee
hfn.communications@gmail.com
Chairperson: John Alan Jack
john.jack@gmail.com

Whereas the Huu-ay-aht First Nations Chief and Council
has been made aware of the violence and illegal activity
resulting directly from the abuse of drugs and alcohol in
the Huu-ay-aht community, the Huu-ay-aht First Nations
Chief and Council will work with the administration and
the Anacla Community Consultative Group to explore the
policy options surrounding the control and regulation of
drug and alcohol consumption in Huu-ay-aht lands.
This motion was passed at the Huu-ay-aht Chief and
Council meeting held in the Anacla Village on June 22nd, 2010. It
was moved in response to the disturbing report of violence brought
to Council that occurred just days before the meeting. The motion is merely the first step in a plan of action that the Huu-ay-aht
government will take to address this serious threat to community
health, peace and safety.
The government has never, and will never, condone vio-

Treaty Implementation:
Healthy Lands,
Healthy People

April 1, 2010 is nine months away! At the time of this writing,
Council and Committee members are preparing for Community
Consultation meetings in Anacla, Port Alberni, and on the lower
mainland to discuss the Huu-ay-aht Land Use Plan (LUP). Over
the past four years, there have been ongoing community meetings
with Huu-ay-aht members to gather feedback and input, and this
has been incorporated into the LUP that will be presented to members at the end of June. You can think about the LUP as being very
similar to a zoning plan that you might see for any city, municipality, or electoral region in the regional districts of the province. It
will be presented with accompanying descriptive maps. The LUP
describes the broad objectives and policies for
Huu-ay-aht, will guide all future development on
Huu-ay-aht lands, and supports the Huu-ay-aht
Vision so that future generations of Huu-ay-aht
can reach their greatest potential. At the same
time, the LUP places much importance on the
recognition of citizens as stewards and caretakers
of the natural environment, and ensures that all
development is done in an environmentally sensitive and sustainable manner.
The “made-in-Huu-ay-aht” legislation is
also on target for completion by November 30th,
2010. There are a number of pieces that are to be
completed by July 31st, 2010. Drafts will be placed on a password
protected website for review by members and committees after that
date. As well, some may be presented at the People’s Assembly in
October, 2010 for review.

lence in any way, shape or form. The Huu-ay-aht First Nations will
do everything in its power to ensure that those who would commit
such illegal and harmful acts will see justice done. The Huu-ay-aht
government understands that these events are symptoms of deeper
challenges to the community, and that these challenges must be
addressed in order to help prevent such things from occurring in
the future.
In addition to a law regulating the public consumption
of alcohol and against public intoxication on Huu-ay-aht lands,
the Huu-ay-aht government will work with the administration and
the community of Anacla to see that proper care, treatment and
support are made available for those Huu-ay-aht citizens who are
affected by drug and alcohol abuse.
If the entire Huu-ay-aht community is to be prepared for
its new world of self-government, we are honour bound to be the
change we wish to see in our community.
May this be but one of many small steps into our bright
future...
Chuu.
Elections Act: rules that determine how the nation elects its
leaders
• Referendum & Recall Act: describes the process for voting
on a topic and how to remove a member of government by a
citizen vote.
• Financial Administration Act: the rules for the annual budgets that determine the revenues and expenditures of the HFN
government including reporting procedures and accountability.
• Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act: establishes the transparency of HFN government activity and
states the rules for the protection of citizens’ private information and records.
• Citizenship and Treaty Enrolment Act: defines requirements
of citizenship in the HFN and details procedure for applying
for citizenship and treaty enrolment.
• Government Act: details the structure of the HFN government and defines how the government makes and implements
decisions
The balance of legislation is on track for
completion by November 30th, 2010. These include the Lands Act (land title, land management,
environment, community plan), the Resource
Management Act (includes forestry), Huu-ay-aht
Appeal Tribunal Act (establishes a group of independent officials who act as the final word on any
and all law-related conflicts within the HFN government), Offence Act (establishes the penalties
for breaking Huu-ay-aht laws), Property Tax Act,
and Constitution Act.
The next nine months will be an exciting
time for all Huu-ay-aht, with a lot of complex information being
presented to members. We encourage everyone with questions and
concerns to bring them to council and committee members for assistance.		
Chuu.
•

Committee Member:
Derek Peters
naasiismis@gmail.com
Communications Manager
Denny Durocher
denny.d@huuayaht.org
Communications
Coordinator
Brent Ronning
brent.r@huuayaht.org

Pachena Bay B & B

Huu-ay-aht Treaty Office
3483-3rd Avenue
Port Alberni, BC V9Y 4E4
T: 250.723.0100
F:250.723.4646

www.huuayaht.org
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Spectacular views over Pachena Bay from 140 Nookemus Road
Contact Ed Johnson at 250.728.1267 for reservations and rates

If you have any questions or concerns
about Treaty Implementation, committee
members would like to hear from you! You
might have questions about legislation, lands,
taxation, citizenship, or resources, or have input
that you want to share. Please contact Molly
Clappis, Assistant to Council (250.723.0100 or
hfnassistant@gmail.com) and she will assist in
connecting you with the appropriate council or
committee member to set up a home visit or a
phone call.

The People’s Assembly
October 2010:
The People’s Assembly
On April 27th, 2007, the people of the Huu-ay-aht First Nations voted to approve the
Huu-ay-aht Constitution, a document that outlines the rights and responsibilities of individual citizens of the Huu-ay-aht First Nations as well as outlining the overall structure of
the government. In general terms, the Constitution outlines the rules that ensure that the
relationship between the people and its government is fair, open, transparent and accountable. One component of the Huu-ay-aht First Nations government that ensures that its
elected leaders are accountable to the people it serves is called The People’s Assembly.
The purpose of the People’s Assembly is to act as a place where the government
and its administration reports directly to the people of the community. It also allows for
the people of the community to communicate directly to the government. In addition,
there are some decisions that should not be left up to the government or administration
itself and should be made by a larger, more extensive group. That group is the People’s Assembly.
The People’s Assembly is a convention of voting age citizens of the Huu-ay-aht
First Nations. It must be held on Huu-ay-aht lands; and in order for it to be legitimate, at
least one quarter of all eligible voters must be in attendance. There is to be at least one such

Council Corner

Highlights from Chief and Council Meeting
June 22nd, 2010 in A nacla

•
A motion from Council was passed regarding recent violence in the community
(see Council Message opposite page).
•
Chief Councillor Robert Dennis noted that for the past fifteen years he has
been advocating and seeking the province’s support to pave the road from Port Alberni to
Bamfield with no success. He is currently pursuing a revised approach and in May, 2010,
met with Jim Stewart (North Vancouver Island Director for BC Liberal Party) to seek his
advice on the best approach to get the road paved. He suggested a road tour, which they
took on June 8 with other stakeholders. A report on a new strategic approach will be delivered in July.
•
A motion from council to support a  revised strategy to pave the road from Cowichan to Bamfield was passed.
•
Updates from the Governance Committee included a discussion of the role of the
People’s Assembly.  The Governance Committee discussed including a section that better
describes the People’s Assembly as a branch of government when it is in session, but it is in

L ast I ssues ’s
M ystery

Last month we asked you “ʔAčaqḥaʔał ʔaḥkuu?”, and
we are grateful for your responses!
We determined that the group of young people
pictured at Grappler is (l - r) Perry Edgar (Ditidaht F.N.),
Judy Johnson, Ruby Ann Burkholder (kneeling), and Tish
McPhee. Special thanks to Judy Johnson, Robb Johnson,
and Rita Johnson who were the first to contact us!
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assembly per year, but the Huu-ay-aht government may call for another to be held when it
is deemed necessary.
At the People’s Assembly, all aspects of the Huu-ay-aht First Nations government
and senior administration are to give summary reports of their activities and results to the
people. Financial information is to be made available about the previous year and a financial plan for the next year is to be presented to inform the Huu-ay-aht citizens of what is to
come.
The People’s Assembly is also where the people may hold their government to account for their actions or inactions. Questions will be asked and answered. Statements
will be made and noted. Perhaps the most useful tool available to the people is the ability
to make resolutions that call for government action on a specific topic. Except in specific
instances such as selecting the auditor, these resolutions are non-binding to the government. This does not mean, however, that these resolutions are without consequence. The
government of the day would do well to heed the voice of the people or face consequences
at the next general election.
Overall, the Huu-ay-aht People’s Assembly was created to allow for the people
of the community to have a voice in government. It is the body that will ensure that the
government is acting according to the rules it helped establish and that the decisions it has
made with community resources are made in the best interest of the community.
Huu-ay-aht Uyaqhmis will run another article in the future which will further
detail the process and procedure of the People’s Assembly, which is to be held in Autumn
2010.

no way the whole government.
•
The final draft of the HFN Five Year Economic Strategy (5YES) was given to
Council for their review.
•
The Housing Committee, who are tasked with reporting to Chief & Council with
their recommendations regarding the creation of a housing program that best meets the
needs of the Huu-ay-aht people, met on June 17th. They will work to answer the questions
“Who needs what type of housing?” and “How do we provide it?”. An HFN Housing
program will be created to expand the housing stock in Anacla and possibly beyond it.
•
Project briefing from Chatwin Engineering was presented to Chief & Council regarding the Community Waterworks System, the Lot Subdivision and New Reservoir, and
the Sewage Treatment Feasibility Study. The water sampling program will be reviewed
in June to determine if the program results in ammonia removal. The design of the Lot
Subdivision/Reservoir project is 85% complete. The sewage treatment study will be ready
for Chief and Council to review by June 25th, 2010.
•
Councillors Irene Williams and Rob Dennis Jr. have been continuing their work
with curriculum development for the post secondary language teacher program, and this
work coincides nicely with the new Nanaʔayii (Echo) program. The Paawats potlatch planning is also proceeding on schedule with involvement of Ha’wiih.
•
The final draft of the co-management plan with Parks Canada was tabled in the
Canadian Parliament on June 14th, 2010.

ʔAčaqḥaʔał ʔaḥkuu?

Do you know who they are?
E-mail or call us with your thoughts for next
issue!
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The Class of 2010
Huu-ay-aht Graduates Embrace
The Future
The seven Huu-ay-aht graduates of 2010 embody the theme of the Nuu-chah-nulth
graduation ceremonies at the House of Huu-ay-aht on June 26, 2010: A Rich History, A Bright Future. As Principal Tom McEvay noted at the VAST graduation
ceremonies a week earlier with its similar theme of A Bright Future: “The purpose
of our lives is to give birth to the best which is within us. Each and every one of
you has a Bright Future but as this quote alludes to it is your responsibility to make

that potential a reality and to be the best that you can be.  Graduation alone will
not create that bright future. It gives you more tools in your tool box and hopefully it gives you the confidence and self esteem to set high goals and overcome the
inevitable obstacles that will get in the way. This is not something new to any one
of you up here tonight. You have all found ways around, over or through many
barriers to get this far. It is that process or that journey that is as important, if not
more important, than any piece of paper. But that paper, that graduation diploma
is a symbol of every step along the way, every drop of sweat, every challenge met
and every goal accomplished. That piece of paper is a reminder to you of what you
are capable of when you decide something is important.”

“If you can make something out of nothing, just think what you could do with something”
~ Allen Wozniak’s personal motto
The Class of 2010 (above L - R): Allen Wozniak, Audrey Sylvester, Becki Nookemis, Brandon Peters, Gordie Johnson, Jackson Gallagher, Myles Danielsen.
Allen received the Mrs. Gerry Stoutley bursary at the VAST graduation.  He tells us
that his most treasured possession is his 2009 sketchbook because it shows him how much he
can learn in one year. If he were to be granted one wish, it would be for his mom to be here to
witness this.
Audrey, a VAST graduate, tells us, “I’m so glad that I’ve graduated. I would just like
to say that I’m so grateful to all the people who supported me through it all. I’m proud to be
Huu-ay-aht, and I have got so much planning to do for college now!”
Becki was valedictorian at the NTC graduation hosted by HFN. She is glad to thank all
the people who helped her over the 12 years of school as she graduates from ADSS.
Brandon is grateful to both his Huu-ay-aht and Tseshaht families for their support and
encouragement. He really enjoyed his culinary arts classes during his time at ADSS, and hopes
to explore that more in the future as one of his long-term goals.
Gordie tells us, “I’d like to thank my parents, because without them I wouldn’t be where
I am today! My teachers, friends and family! I have an amazing support system! I’m going to
work to save up some money so I can move to a city where I will take a hairdressing course.”
Gordie received a $500 VAST bursary at the VAST graduation ceremony.
Jackson, who graduates from Ballenas Secondary School, would like to thank all of his
family, but especially his grandparents.
Myles, who graduated from ADSS on June 30th, was proud to be walked into the House
of Huu-ay-aht with his grandparents Rose and Cliff for the NTC graduation, and we know that
he would want us to thank his mom and all of his family for their support and guidance.

THANK YOU!

The Nuu-chah-nulth graduation ceremonies held on Saturday, June 26th at the House
of Huu-ay-aht in Anacla brought the community together in a spirit of collaboration and a flurry of organization! Catering, decorating, parking, setting up and
cleaning up were all taken on by the organizing committee and seamlessly executed
by many volunteers and staff. Many of them are listed below, and we apologize
in advance if anyone was accidentally omitted. Rodney Murray, Rosanne Young,
Rick Nookemus, Bruce Nookemus, Rose Charles, Rose Janelle, Nora Peters, Johnson Ginger, Sheila Charles, Tina Charles, Annette Westwood, Shaylene Westwood,
Tiana Peters, Natasha Mack, George Nookemus, Shawn Mack, Ed Johnson, Gabe
Williams, Aaron Willier, Kathy Waddell, Pawaats students, Judy Johnson, Rowena
Cook, Yvonne Williams, Holly Johnson, Marleen Nookemus, Molly Clappis, Marilyn McDonald, Robert Dennis, Charlie Clappis, Thersa Peters, Linda Young, Pat
Lecoy, Clara Clappis, Ben Clappis, Sam Haiyupis, Kristen Young, Sarah Johnson,
Mark Waddell, and the catering talents of Roger Dennis and his crew.
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On Vancouver Island since 1982
Civil, Building Science, Environmental.
•Water & sewage treatment systems,
Infrastructure and Marine Planning
•Building envelope solutions
•Environmental Impact Assessments
for marine habitat, fish & wildlife, rare
plant inventories, habitat protection,
sediment and erosion control
www.chatwinengineering.com
Nanaimo 1-866-753-9171
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Hfn Youth Survey
The Results are in!

Beginning in May of 2010, we asked Huu-ay-aht youth ages 12 - 35 a series of questions
online and received a total of 46 responses. There are approximately 220 HFN members
of that age so we had a response rate of almost 21% which is tremendous!
Who responded?: Close to 50% of respondents were ages 25 – 35, and the other
half of respondents were ages 12 – 24.
Where are they from?: Only 1 respondent from the future Treaty Settlement
Lands submitted a survey; 85% of surveys received were from young people living in the
Alberni Valley and elsewhere on Vancouver Island. 15% of surveys came from youth living
on the lower mainland or elsewhere in North America.
Education: 24% of respondents were high school graduates, and almost 40% had
some post-secondary schooling (trade program, some college or university, a diploma, or a
university degree).
• 40% of respondents would like to complete a university degree or professional program, while 9% would like to complete an apprenticeship/trade or training program
How do Huu-ay-aht youth feel about their lives, their hopes, and their aspirations for the future?
Young Huu-ay-aht are engaged and involved in their communities:
• 37% have volunteered their time in their communities in the past year, while another
35% have volunteered in past. 50% are working in paid employment.
• 80% told us that voting is extremely or very important to them!
• 70% told us that when they think about the problems they see in their community,
they believe that they can personally make some or a great deal of difference in working to solve those problems.
What issues are the most important in their lives? We learned that HFN youth
are interested in just about everything! They ranked almost every issue as something that
they “care a great deal about”. Huu-ay-aht youth are clearly interested, engaged, and have
opinions about their lives and their world. The most important issues, in ranked order of
importance: access to affordable post-secondary education, housing, the creation of good
paying jobs, access to health care information and programs, the future for Huu-ay-aht
First Nations after Treaty Implementation, retirement financial security, and language recovery and traditional Huu-ay-aht culture. However, they also mentioned things like caring for our neighbours and our people, bringing together off-reserve members to bond with
others, youth sports and recreation, and children or people with learning disabilities.
What is the number one issue facing HFN that they would like to see discussed or addressed?
Some of their responses:
• certainty, clarity, respect for the ha’wiih traditions and culture

•
•
•
•

the future; what can we expect?
drug/alcohol/substance abuse on reserve
more jobs and activities for Anacla
more one on one implementation information, getting more citizens involved and
educated on self government
• how we need to come together as one if we are to create good things for our Huu-ay-aht
future, and not be fighting each other
• be respectful and proud of who we are
• health care: how am I going to be able to use our new health care when I don’t live on
reserve?
• employment and schooling in order to move back home to the Anacla/Bamfield area
• housing for those who wish to live back home, what kind of alternatives they have, as
well as better and safer homes
Our Huu-ay-aht youth are healthy on the inside. We asked them about how
much they agreed with a series of statements, and they told us that always or often:
56% say that cultural values play an important role in their lives
50% say that cultural or spiritual values help them to find meaning in their lives
56% deal with frustration in positive ways
78% overcome challenges/problems in positive ways
75% have a good support system
85% feel good about themselves
78% feel proud of themselves
73% feel in control of their lives
We also learned a few things about how Huu-ay-aht youth find out about the
things that they are interested in. Over 50% are on Facebook or other social networking
sites on a daily basis, as well as TV and radio. As well, 28% are still reading newspapers
on a daily basis. Surprisingly, 93% of respondents have a Facebook account, while only
13% are tweeting on Twitter and 28% maintain a MySpace account. 50% use a laptop
computer!
In the past six months:
85% have read Uyaqhmis
59% have read a Treaty Implementation mailing
77% have visited www.huuayaht.org
60% have visited the Huu-ay-aht First Nations Facebook group
The complete survey results can be found on the website (www.huuayaht.org). There is a
lot of information for Chief and Council and HFN staff to learn from, and we thank all of
you who participated in the survey!

Top Row: Robert Dennis Jr. leads
the Paawats children in song;
Paawats Class of 2025; Paawats
procession paddles in; paddles were given to each graduate and were carved by Ed Johnson, Shawn Mack,
and George Nookemus; RCMP Constable Boyd
Pearson escorted some graduates; Second Row:
Cedar bough archway; Clara Clappis; Emcee Johnson
Ginger, Naasissmis, Robert Dennis Jr. Naasissmis reminded graduates to remember where they came from
and who their people are; Third row: Larry Johnson and support; Becki Nookemis, valedictorian;
Bottom row: Larry Ransom and Cam Pinkerton, representing SD#70; Molly Clappis & family;
Rosanne Young and granddaughter. Photos courtesy of Tina Charles and Irene Williams.

iPod

Touch Winner

Those of you who completed the youth survey might remember that
if you e-mailed us after you completed the
youth survey, we entered you into a draw
for an iPod Touch. Each e-mail was numbered, and then the numbers were put in a
hat and one number was drawn. Belinda
Nookemus, the new receptionist at the
HFN Treaty Office was the happy winner!
She is pictured here with Denny Durocher,
Communications Manager, as he presents
her with her new iPod Touch.
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Pachena Bay Campground
On behalf of the
Huu-ay-aht First Nations,
Clifford and Rose Charles
are pleased to welcome you
to the Pachena Bay Campground. We all want you to
have a have a safe and wonderful stay.
Clifford
and
Rose
Charles have welcomed
campers from every corner
of the world during the five
years that they have been
the Pachena Bay Campground managers.
Cliff
Above, Clifford and Rose Charles welcome you says, “Camping is all about
to Huu-ay-aht territory and the Pachena Bay fun, relaxation, and enjoying family and friends. The
Campground
highest priorities for children might be digging in
the sand and roasting marshmallows around evening campfires. For their parents, they
might want to spend their time strolling on the beach, breathing in the seaside air while
enjoying the surf, maybe a glass of wine with dinner, seeing eagles, ospreys and seagulls and
perhaps listening to the early morning chatter of the crows. We want campers to have a
wonderful experience and to plan a return visit with us. We welcome their comments and
suggestions.”
Uyaqhmis asked one of the campers about their impressions of the campground
and they described that, “The campground is beautiful, quiet and undisturbed with only

the welcoming sound of birds and the constant sound of the waves on the beach.”
On occasion, some really lucky campers have been able to witness a traditional
Huu-ay-aht wedding at the beach. The families of the groom arrive at Pachena Bay in dugout canoes and demonstrate their worthiness, integrity and physical prowess to the family
of the bride.
Adventurous campers sometimes find their way to the nearby village of Anacla
and to the homes of Huu-ay-aht carvers who are always glad to show them their work or
perhaps be enlisted in creating a custom special order for them. As well, fresh crab is often
available from local crab fishers. Several Anacla residents also run small home businesses
offering non-perishable and snack food items, taxi and automotive tire repairs, and the opportunity to purchase fresh seafood. Check the bulletin board at the Wash House.
The Huu-ay-aht First Nations run a gas station that sells gas during office hours
(Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.). Visitors should be aware that diesel fuel is not
available in Anacla or in Bamfield at any time, so it is important to have adequate amounts
with you when you arrive. Clifford also reminds us, “We advise campers that they are out
of cell phone range while in the campground. There is a public phone located in the porch
of the centrally located Wash House.”
The Village of Bamfield is located 3 km from the campground and offers additional services, including a motel, B&B’s, fishing charters, whale watching, the Red Cross
Health Outpost, grocery stores, restaurants, hardware stores and a tire repair facility. The
community is also the home of the Bamfield Marine Science Centre, which hosts Music
by the Sea from July 10 – 18 this year. This annual event creates a music village by the sea
of 10 concert performances by local, national and international artists at the spectacular
scalloped-shaped facility at the BMSC. Conceived and led by composer and conductor
Christopher Donison, former music director of the Shaw Festival, the festival is an opportunity for talented music students from around the world to study and perform with some
of the world’s finest musicians in an environment which has no equal: the world-renowned
Pacific Rim National Park (www.musicbytthesea.ca).

Images of Pachena
Bay Campground:
Left; Salmon barbecue on the beach.
Below left; Kristine
from Vancouver and
Inga & Sander from
Germany enjoy the day at the
campground, but tell us “Please
fix the Bamfield road!”. Above
right; tenting and RV sites are
available. Right; Gazebo for
Private Site day use only.
Below right; Cliff Charles
on the job with a smile.

Campground Private Day
Use Sites

The Pachena Bay Campground has private day use sites located along the Pachena River, on the right as you drive into the campground. They are reserved for
members of the Huu-ay-aht First Nations, and the rules below are for the use and
maintenance of these sites. The private sites at the Pachena Bay Campground are
administered and operated through the Huu-ay-aht Band Office, not the Campground Kiosk.
Rules for the Use of the Private Sites at the Pachena Bay Campground
Behaviour must not disrupt other campers or visiting public.
No loud noise, such as music or parties, after 10:00 p.m.
Private sites must be cleaned after use: gear, garbage, pet waste and fire pit.
Garbage from private sites should be disposed of in the Anacla village dumpsters, not the campground dumpster.
5. Items and gear left behind at private sites will be disposed of.
1.
2.
3.
4.
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6. Neither the Huu-ay-aht First Nations nor the Pachena Bay Campground is
responsible for any loss of or damages to property.
7. Fires must be attended to at all times; they must be put out if the site is to be
left unattended for any length of time.
8. Please pay attention to any Fire Advisories - campfires may be banned during
very dry weather.
9. Picnic tables and fire pits are not to be moved from public sites to private sites,
or vice-versa.
10. The gazebo is for Private Site use only.
11. The gazebo is for smaller cooking fires only.
12. Please swim at your own risk. Neither the river nor the beach have lifeguards.
13. Tables and chairs from the House of Huu-ay-aht are not permitted for use at
the Campground.
14. Campground facilities and services are available to members, but standard fees
apply to everyone.
For any questions, requests or comments, please e-mail HFN Communications.
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Pachena Bay Camground
Emergency Plan

In effect May 1 - September 30

The safety and security of Pachena Bay Campground campers and visitors is priority number one. Please do not hesitate to bring any safety and security concerns directly to
any of the Pachena Campground management or staff.
The RCMP, the Canadian Coast Guard and BC
Emergency Weather Authorities maintain close communications with the Pachena Bay Campground management
who will advise campers of urgent warnings and notices.
The sea level location of Pachena Bay Campground
makes this area particularly “at risk” in the event of earthquakes and tsunamis (tidal waves). Emergency Warning
and Response Plans are posted in the campground Wash
House. Emergency planners advise that a massive local
earthquake may provide as little as 10 minutes of advance
warning of a life-threatening tsunami (tidal wave).
For your safety, please take a moment to read the
following plan provided by local emergency preparednessresponse planners in the event of a local earthquake/tsunami:
Alarm will sound:
1.
Campground management will blast an air horn
alarm in three short sound bursts. This will be followed by
a pause and then repeated again by the repeating sequence
of three sound bursts.
2.
This alarm will be sounded from one end of the
campground and back to the campground entrance.
Campers – When you hear this alarm:
1.
You must immediately leave the campground.
2.
There is no time to pack up camping stuff or belongings.
3.
Get your children and pets into your vehicle
4.
Immediately make your way past the campground
and the village of Anacla to the Bamfield Road and turn
left.
5.
Once on the Bamfield Road, the closest high ground
is reached by turning left on the first road after the bridge
(Nookemus Road), 1 km from the entrance to the campground.
6.
Proceed 500 metres on Nookemus Road uphill to
the House of Huu-ay-aht.
7.
Assemble at the House of Huu-ay-aht where you
will be welcomed by emergency workers and provided with
additional instructions and information.

Left; the entrance to the campground and to the Village of Anacla on
the Bamfield Road.
Right; the House of Huu-ay-aht at the end of Nookemus Road
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Nuu- chah-nulth
Wildmen
Today, as in the past, there is much about the

natural environment that we cannot claim to
understand. Perhaps the most talked about natural mystery on the west coast is what is popularly referred to as the Sasquatch, a large, brown,
hairy, manlike being in the forest. When people
begin to talk about Sasquatches and wild men,
I often wonder what creature in our traditional
Nuu-chah-nulth universe is most like the Sasquatch. In response to a direct question about
this matter I provide the following brief answer.
Our ancestors’ universe was full of
a wide variety ch’ihaa or supernatural spirits.
These ch’ihaa were potential helpers to anyone
who encountered them, during uusimch cycles.
Uusimch consists of ritual bathing and formulaic
prayer carried out in private, and in preparation
for undertaking any serious activity. Uusimch is
done in salt water, fresh water, mountain streams,
and rarely in offshore waters. Ch’ihaa encountered during uusimch cycles can give the one who
meets them strength, luck, talent, and other positive attributes. These ch’ihaa can also bring real
harm to those who are not respectful of them.
Among the ch’ihaa that Sasquatches could be mistaken
for, are the following:
Pukmis, the spirit of
a hunter or fisherman lost in
the pursuit of their livelihood.
Pukmis is usually danced as an
all white figure, his whiteness
achieved by painting the dancer’s body with white paint,
baking flour, or some other
white substance. His actions
are meant to depict a hypothermic individual emaciated
from lack of food. Sometimes,
masks depicting Pukmis show
the flesh and muscle on his
cheeks is all but gone. Often,
such masks depict the Pukmis with his lips purse as if
he is making a huuu sound.
Importantly, Pukmis lives in the forest and is
known to be shy and elusive to humans. His shyness parallels with the behaviour attributed to the
Sasquatch, but his white colouring and emaciated
face make him an unlikely figure to mistake for a
Sasquatch.
Althmako-a, the Yellow Cedar Bark
Ogre or Troublemaker. Althmako-a comes out of
the forest during potlaches and generally causes

mayhem. He is known to destroy property and
do almost anything to upset ritual and ceremonial proceedings. As well, he may make babies cry
and upset food being prepared for potlach guests.
Althmako-a’s face is meant to be ugly and he is
generally wild and uncontrollable. There is no apparent plan to his performance, no dance as such.
Once the Althmako-a has gone away the one who
owns the right to show him must compensate all
those harmed, upset, or insulted by his behaviors.
Althmako-a is powerful and scary. Some masks
depicting Althmako-a have rather extravagant
painted designs on them. The hair on such masks
is represented usually by a messy fringe of dyed
black pitsup. Perhaps Althmako-a’s wildness
and unpredictability are his most Sasquatch-like
characteristics. The loud painted designs on his
face are perhaps the strongest argument against
him being confused with a Sasquatch.
Ch’iineyat, the Mountain Giant.  The
Ch’iineyat is a giant manlike figure who lives in
the forested slopes of various mountains along
our coast. He is perhaps the first and most obvious character who comes to mind, when we
hear the Sasquatch discussed. He resembles a
human in many respects. He is gigantic. He is
covered in noticeably reddish hair. His hair is
unkempt. He is a mystery to the communities
he visits. He simply appears out of
nowhere and disappears to nowhere.
He is peaceful in every respect, although he sometimes carries a spear
with him. With the exception of
his carrying a weapon, which may
be used only in hunting for food,
all of the above characteristics of
Ch’iineyat could cause him to be
mistaken for a Sasquatch. The fact
that Ch’iineyat moves slowly, may
be seen as an argument against him
being seen as a Sasquatch.
~by Chuuchkamalthnii, reprinted
from the March 2009 Uyaqhmis
Sightings in 2008 of a large, hairy
creature (not a bear) at Anacla
(Pachena Bay Campground area)
by well-respected Huu-ay-aht
Nananiiqsu Ralph Johnson and
others, prompted Uyaqhmis to find
out more about similar sightings in Nuu-chahnulth history. Chuuchkamalthnii points out
that there are other characters out of Nuuchah-nulth tradition in addition to those mentioned above who also could be interpreted as
Sasquatches, among these the Ts’aats’uhta. He
has purposely only noted the most likely mythical figures to be mistaken for Sasquatches.

FACE is an independent quarterly magazine devoted to Aboriginal arts and
culture in the 21st century. FACE reflects the emergence of vibrant cultural
initiatives in Aboriginal communities across Canada, in art, literature, film, music, and the science and
politics of land management, food sovereignty and selfgovernance.
FACE Magazine: Quarterly subscription
($20/year, $36 /2 years):
Contact Dale at: 250.748.5552
Siem Media Society,
10 Brookside Gates,
3085 Sherman Road,
Duncan, BC V9L 2C1
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Community Stories
Reflections on the
Nuu - chah -nulth Youth
Forum
May 27th, 2010, Maht Mahs

Joe James Rampanen
“I am proud to see all the young people participating in this Nuu-chahnulth Youth Forum. It is very empowering to see the youth participants
here embracing their culture, gathering knowledge and information
and networking as youth with others to move forward. The youth are
our future and I am just honoured to be here and to help in whatever
way I can. With the increasing use of the internet, I think that it is very
important to share our story at the international level. Even more than
when I was growing up, new communications technology are a part of
todays young people’s world. We need to network with other indigenous
groups from around the world. By embracing the opportunities that result from this new
powerful technology, we can work together to the benefit of everyone.”
Simon Marshall, Ahousaht / Hupačasatḥ
“I have had the benefit of excellent teachers who shared traditional
teachings with me. This forum is trying to reach a wide section of
Nuu-chah-nulth people. I really like the message that the internet can
assist us in reaching out and encouraging young people to connect with
our larger Nuu-chah-nulth family. I hope that we can continue to have
gatherings like this one organized by Nuu-chah-nulth youth and make
this forum an annual event.”
Damon Rampanen, member of the Nashuk Youth Forum Organizing Committee
“Our purpose in putting this Forum together was to help unite our
voices around issues that are important to aboriginal youth. I think
that it is very important that young people get involved with traditional
culture. As organizers, we also wanted to strengthen voices of youth so
they can go home and start up their own youth councils. I have seen
how alcohol and drugs are widespread in our communities and I want
to help change this. Once I got involved with the Youth Council, I
began to see how important it is to reconnect with our traditional culture, dancing and singing. It has really helped open my eyes and bring
me back to where I can now see young people getting in touch with our history, culture
and songs.”

John David – Youth Forum Participant (Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation)
John David is the son of Margaret David and is the grandson of George
and Gwen David.  John said, “the Forum has been great.”  Taking part
in the workshop on healthy eating traditional food, John noted that
indigenous food is our medicine. “I already eat really healthy food and
I learned that even the smallest change in what we eat can make a big
difference.” John noted that learning his language is also an important
part of keeping healthy. He added that getting healthy is important to
him and while he steers clear of alcohol, many young people are still
drinking and it’s not good.
Cassie John, Ehattesaht member living in Tahsis
Attending the morning workshop on culture, Cassie John shared how valuable that session
was as they participated in a planning session on achieving Nuu-chah-nulth goals. Cassie
is the daughter of Alex John and Phyllis Terry and the granddaughter of Arnold John and
Christina Billy. She stated that she liked the Forum because it is teaching her about her
culture. “We have been learning about the teachings on the dangerous effects of drugs and
alcohol. Our School in Tahis is planning a mini potlatch coming in June.” Casey is also
pleased to be involved the process of learning the quuquuʔaca, drumming and dance.
Allen Wozniak, Member of Nashuk Youth Forum Organizing Committee
“I was very nervous as I had to facilitate the workshop on the role of the
Ha’wiih but I got through it and I think that people took away some good
information. Up to the start of the Forum, I said that I would have been
happy if at least one person learned something, and that would make it
worth it for me. As for the future for Nuu-chah-nulth youth, I see more
opportunities for youth to voice their opinions and issues as long as youth
become more involved with decision makers. We know that youth are
becoming increasingly involved in these kinds of activities and, as such, we are planning for
this Forum to be an annual event. While I won’t be involved as an organizer with the next
Nashuk event as a student next year, I am still willing to participate if asked.”
Olivia Jules, Youth Forum participant, Kyuquot, Tseshaht and Hesquiaht Mulł-mums
Olivia Jules is the daughter of Layla Lucas and Jack Jules, granddaughter
of Harry & Yvonne Lucas.  She was very glad to be at Youth Forum and
participated in the Traditional Foods Workshop. She got the message that
she should stay clear of fast foods as much as possible and to try to eat more
traditional foods. She is also aware that things are changing for aboriginal
youth and is planning to be part of that change.
Gregory Charleson, aged 12, living in Nanaimo
Grandson of Mamie and Pat Charleson, Gregory enjoyed the Ha’wiih workshop and the
opportunity to learn about their responsibility to care for the land, resources and the people
in their traditional territories. He attended the afternoon fisheries litigation workshop and
was glad he made the trip from Nanaimo to the Forum.

Chester Family

Thliitsapilthim returned to Ditidaht

On June 13th, a
Huu-ay-aht delegation set out on a mission to Ditidaht to
return a traditional
ceremonial curtain
belonging to the
Chester family. The
25 person delegation
was led by Huu-ay-aht
Tyee Ha’wilth Nassissmis (Derek Peters),
and delegated representatives of other
Huu-ay-aht Ha’wiih:
Heyo (Leonard Nookemis) stood in for Aemtis (his Grandmother) and Hey uu chish tulth (Jack Cook)
stood in for his brother, Ya-thlua. Huu-ay-aht Councilors, Ben Clappis and Robert Dennis Jr. also attended and helped with the handing over of the curtain.
In a simple and dignified ceremony, the Huu-ay-aht Ha’wilth returned the curtain which had
been brought back to Vancouver Island from New York City. Speaking on behalf of the delegation,
Chuchkamalthnii (Ron Hamilton) told the story of how Huu-ay-aht happened to obtain this curtain.
He explained how the New York art collector, George Terasaki, had been holding the curtain for many
years and generously agreed to the idea of the Huu-ay-aht returning this treasure back to the Chester
family.
After the formal ceremony, Huu-ay-aht entertained their Ditidaht hosts with traditional songs
and shared some wonderful chamas  prepared by the Huu-ay-aht Ladies Group.
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Tlaasmiik Bill Frank and
Grandson Alec Frank

Ha’wilth Tlaasmiik (Bill Frank) is a private and dignified man. Some say
he is a quiet person particularly careful about speaking only when he has
something to say. He has graciously agreed to do a future interview with
Uyaqhmis later this year. Meanwhile, he was proud to pose for this photo
with his grandson Alec Frank, taken at the May 27th Nuu-chah-nulth
Youth Forum.
Like his grandfather, Alec is thoughtful and gentle. He has had
the good fortune to spend lots of time with his grandfather. For his part,
his grandfather Tlaasmiik is making sure that Alec gets the traditional
training and understandings that he will require when he one day takes
on an important role for his family.
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Language and Culture
Hhaahhuupa: Giving Thanks
with guidance from Chuuchkamalthnii

Illustrated by Brenton Barker

To try to preserve a language is not a useless endeavor. Languages are much more than communication tools. When one tries to preserve something that existed before, it is far from being at the expense of new developments, nor does it by any means crowd us out of the crucial continuance of
life. Would one say that Roman and Gothic cathedrals, Renaissance paintings, sculptures and castles, Venice palaces, Mozart, Beethoven, Schumann,
Schubert, Brahms chamber-music are works that make us stand still? Quite to the contrary, preserving masterpieces inherited from the past enhances
our own creativeness. Languages are not technical objects or industrial devices that can be abandoned once used. They are creations of our minds, and
preserving them offers us seminal conceptions of the relationships between man and the universe. Shedding the old when it isn’t useful anymore is conceivable, but endangered languages are not obsolete systems that no society needs. They reflect various very interesting human cultures which make part
of human civilization ~ Claude Hagege
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Our Community
We’ve Noticed...

Many of the phone numbers that we have on file for our members are out of service or incorrect when we have tried to contact you regarding food fish arrival. Please contact us with
your new land line or mobile phone numbers, so that we can
contact you quickly for time sensitive matters like food fish!
You can e-mail us directly at hfncommunications@gmail.com
or call the Treaty Office reception at 250.723.0100. Address
updates are also welcome!

New Staff Faces
You might notice some new faces in the Band Office, the Treaty Office, and at Paawats!
Belinda Nookemus is covering a maternity leave at Reception in the Treaty Office
and Marilyn Macdonald and Sarah Johnson are sharing that role at the Band Office.
Courtney Cyr has joined the staff as Executive Assistant to the Executive Director.
Carole Nookemus is the new Paawats assistant. Please join us in welcoming them!
Pictured below, l-r: Belinda, Courtney, Carole hard at work, Marilyn, and Sarah

A Message from Minnie Shaw and
Family:

I would like to say thank you to those people who go out and
get everyone fish. Thank you! Kleco!

Status Cards

Molly Clappis will process renewals and new cards from 8:30 a.m. 4:00 p.m. @ the Huu-ay-aht Treaty Office on the following dates:

Left: Stefan Ochman and his summer student
Thomas Avarello with Rocky. Thomas hails from
Toulouse, France and studies at the University of
Tours.

Friday, July 9, 16, 23 & 30
Friday, August 6, 13, 20 & 27
Two Valid pieces of ID are required, and one must be picture ID.
NO photocopied or certified ID is accepted
*Registering a child: ID Requirements ORIGINAL Long birth certificate, two pieces of your identification, legal custody papers (if
applicable).
If you have any questions please call on dates specified, if you live
out of town she can assist in locating an IRA in your city.

Notice to Huu-ay-aht
Members

RE: Medical Patient Travel: Away from Home – Port
Alberni area
Please be advised that as of June 30th, 2010, Port
Alberni Friendship Center will no longer provide “away from
home” medical patient travel services to members in the Port
Alberni area.
Beginning July 1st, 2010, members wishing to use
the medical patient travel services should instead contact our
Community Health Representative in Anacla for travel assistance at 250.728.2021.

Shared Responsibility and Shared
Respect
Veronica Muir has over 35 years experience of designing and deliv-

ering training for a variety of industries, specializing in management
and leadership skills with emphasis on organizing teams, action-planning, communication, feedback, negotiation, and conflict resolution.
She has worked in Canada for 10 years with a multinational engineering company and travelled all over North America, Australia, New
Zealand and Great Britain to deliver workshops and training courses
in managing people, resources and projects.
Veronica is delivering a series of workshops to management and
staff in the Band and Treaty Offices to increase efficiency and effectiveness in everyday tasks and set ‘best practice’ into the way staff work together. As we near Treaty
Implementation Date, getting staff organized is a key part of the program with emphasis on planning
and scheduling and motivating staff to work together to evaluate and continually improve systems and
processes. Excellent communication, listening and feedback skills are crucial to an industrious and
happy workplace and will be discussed throughout the program. Veronica says she is looking forward
to working with the Huu-ay-aht people and started her work in late May (later than expected due to
volcanic action delaying planes!).

Nuu- chah-nulth Fishing Rights
Decision:
Summary of Canada’s Appeal

Multi-purpose Building
Updates

Uu-a-thluk has submitted an informative document to us that
we have posted on our website in its entirety: www.huuayaht.
org and click on the link.
For more information on the Nuu-chah-nulth Fishing Rights
Decision and Canada’s appeal, please contact Don Hall, Uua-thluk Program Manager (1-877-677-1131 or don.hall@
nuuchahnulth.org).
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At the end of June, the concrete floors were poured, and the
next big step is the roofing! Above you can see how the wooden beams are protected during construction, the view from
Anacla village, concrete installation, and workers studying
blueprints.
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Community Calendar
ONGOING:
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, July-August,
Anacla Paawats Language Nest, Strong
Start Program, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.,
Paawats. Call 250.728.3083 for more information. July 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, August 3, 4,
10, 11, 17, 24, 25, 31. Cancelled July 28, 29.
Fridays, July and August
Nanaʔayii: FREE Language and Culture
Program for Preschoolers, Port Alberni
Friendship Center 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, August 4th
NTC 1st Annual Golf Tournament Fundraiser
“Swing Fore Tlu-piich Games”
Alberni Golf Club, 6449 Cherry Creek Rd.,
Port Alberni. Participate as player, dinner
guest, and/or hole sponsor. $400/team or
$100/individual; registration fee includes
18 holes of golf, power carts, buffet dinner,
great prizes, silent and live auctions. For
more information contact Clifford Atleo Sr.
(250.724.5757) or Les Sam (250.724.1225)

July 10 - 18
Music By the Sea, Bamfield

Wednesday, August 18th
Paawats mini-potlatch and naming celebration, details TBA

th

th

July 20th - 22nd
The Assembly of First Nations
Annual General Assembly, Winnipeg, MB
Monday, August 2
BC Day, HFN Offices closed
nd

Fish Distribution 2010

Monday, September 6
Labour Day, HFN Offices closed
Saturday, October 9th
Dennis Family Potlatch, beginning at
noon at Maht Mahs Gym.

Port A lberni’s Paawats: Nanaʔayii

Last month we reported to readers about a new cultural program for young children and families that was started here in Port
Alberni. The official opening happened on June 11th, 2010 and was very well attended! We had 45 people come out and help us
with our official opening ceremonies which included a c’iqaa by Rob Dennis Jr. The program was named Nanaʔayii by the Port
Alberni Friendship Center’s Elders Group.  It means “echoes”.
Kathy Waddell has been working for the past couple months with a network of family service providers called the
Aboriginal Early Childhood Steering Committee (AECD) to create this multi-generational (elder, parent and child) play based
language and culture program for families living in the Alberni Valley. This network includes people from Port Alberni Friendship Center, USMA Child and Family Services, Vancouver Island Health Authority, and School District 70. Previously, we had
funded the program through a grant that AECD applied for from the United Way’s “Success By 6” initiative and donations of
time and resources from the participating AECD agencies. Recently we received the outstanding news that HFN was successful
in a proposal to the Vancouver Foundation to obtain enough funding to operate the program for two full years! The Vancouver
Foundation helps people by giving back to communities they care about, in a way that is simple, convenient and lasting. They
are one of Canada’s largest community foundations and have been operating since 1943. The focus of Vancouver Foundation is
to improve the places where we live, work, play and raise our kids: the place we call home...our community.
The program is similar to the Anacla Paawats program. At its core, the program includes language, culture and play
opportunities for Huu-ay-aht parents and little ones. The parents and children enjoy one hour of unstructured play time which
will include a variety of typical preschool activities and is followed a session of elder teachings, language learning, cultural activities and finally a meal. The program is located across the street from Knee-Waas (3435-4th Avenue, Port Alberni) and is free to
all families. For the summer months we are operating one day a week: Fridays from 10:30am – 1:30pm. We will evaluate the
program in September by interviewing parents and decide if there is a demand to open the doors more days per week. For more
information please call either the Port Alberni Friendship Center (250.723.8281) or Kathy Waddell (250.723.0100).

Opening Day: children playing and learning, and
proud ECE Educators (l - r), Kathy Waddell, Irene
Robinson, Jackie Wells, and Stacey Manson.

Paawats Expansion in Anacla
Construction manager Charlie Clappis has supervised the construction of the new addition to the Anacla Paawats (Language
Nest) pictured here. The expansion provides long awaited space
for an office and an uncarpeted room where the t’aat’neeis
(chi ld ren) c a n create a r t a nd play w it h water.
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One Word at a Time
“Paawatsimyil-ich, It’s Time
For Hhaahhuupa.”

paawats: girls were called saasin, ‘hummingbirds’, and boys, ts’ ixwatin ‘eagle’. We
aren’t sure why they were compared with these birds. Maybe the girls were called
saasin because they were dainty? Perhaps some of you reading this article will be
able to explain. We ask you to share what you know. Please contact the Uyaqhmis
newspaper to share your knowledge with other readers.

Some parents of young children may recall when they were young themselves, and
how their grandparents and others taught them in those days.

As the boys and girls matured, they were referred to differently. Boys were
called t’aamuk, ‘kingfisher’, as their roles as hunters, as catchers and killers for food,
became the main symbolism. As girls reached the age where they transform, they
were called k’atsk’aamin, ‘butterfly’, based on the comparison of how the caterpillar
transforms into a butterfly.

The grandparents in those days said that they should gather together the
young children together, feed them, and teach them at the same time. The grandparents had the idea that the elders should feed the young children first (not the
other way around). They would undertake the hhaahuupa, the instruction, around
the dining table, so the children would swallow food and swallow the teachings at
the same time. Watqshe-atl-ich, ‘you swallow’, which they might say, is based on
watqshitl ‘swallow’. They would also say na-aatahh-is ‘listen to me’.
Grandparents would say something like, “Paawatsimyil-ich, it’s time for
hhaahhuupa.” They were telling the children to collect in the paawats, the nest, it’s
teaching-time. The children were compared with birds, and hence the metaphor
for where they were brought together: paawats ‘birdsnest’.
This name Paawats must have been in use for many years, perhaps centuries, when children were gathered for purposes of learning. This name has been
perpetuated today in the Paawats, the language nest in Anacla, and so this name
honours those grandparents of times past who undertook to teach the children not
only Quuquu-atsa, speaking our language, but also values such as the importance
of sharing, respect for others, honesty, self-sufficiency, and preparing for the future.
All this was serious stuff, but it was presented to the children in an enjoyable atmosphere, starting with a meal. The paawats was a place where the children
got their lessons, which often got underway with dancing. This was dancing for
fun, though it prepared them for the serious dancing later on, the tlukwaana.
Dancing is huuyaal, and the children performed in imitation of migrating
birds when they danced. All dancing groups had bird names or something similar.
The youngest ones in a paawats were grouped as qwiniitaqiml, a family or
group of seagulls.
Qwinii, the seagull, never closes its eyes. So young children were compared to seagulls because they are t’umchkuul (wide-eyed) and so ready to learn and
develop rapidly. The children were grouped as the qwiniitaqiml until they were
about 5 years old.

So that is one way that caregivers passed on their knowledge. We invite
you, the reader, to share what you know about the traditional ways of teaching.
~ with contributions by Rob Dennis Jr., Irene Williams, Nellie Dennis, Irene
Williams (Shishaa), and Terry J. Klokeid.
[This month, One Word at a Time is not presented in the IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet), but simply in Easy Read. The real value of these articles is hearing
the word spoken and not just seeing it in writing. Uyaqhmis encourages readers to
seek out fluent speakers in their families and spend time listening to the way they
pronounce the words in these articles. We also encourage language learners to take
their questions to their na-naniiqsu who can carry them forward to the Na-naniiqsu
Meetings that will start up again in the fall.]

Basic Words For “Paawatsimyil-ich, It’s Time For Hhaahhuupa.”
paawats		
qwinii 		
qwiniitaqiml 		
			
saasin 		
ts’ixwatin
t’aamuk
k’atsk’aamin 		
Paawatsimyil-ich
huuyaal		
hhaahhuupa 		
watqshe-atl-ich
watqshitl 		
na-aatahh-is 		
t’umchkuul		

bird’s nest
seagull
family or grouping of seagulls, metaphor for group
of children until about age 5
hummingbird, metaphor for girl about age 5
eagle, metaphor for boy about age 5
kingfisher, metaphor for boy reaching puberty
butterfly, metaphor for girl reaching puberty
come to the nest
dancing
instruction
you swallow
swallow
listen to me
wide-eyed, metaphor for eager to learn

Then what they did in dancing changed, and so did their names in the

The people of the Paawats (l. - r.): Pat Lecoy & Andrew; Ralph Johnson, Phyllis
Williams & Victoria; Marie Newfield & Alexis; Donovan, Natalie & Cliff
Nookemus; Natalie, Yvonne Williams, & Donovan
Huu-ay-aht Treaty Office

3483-3rd Avenue
Port Alberni, BC V9Y 4E4
250.723.0100 Fax: 250.723.4646
huuayahttreaty@shawcable.com
Huu-ay-aht Band Office
Box 70 Bamfield, BC V0R 1B0
250.728.3414
Toll-Free: 1.888.644.4555
Fax: 250.728.1222 huuayaht@pachena.ca

Huu-ay-aht Uyaqhmis		

			

Submissions , Questions or Comments?
Please send any information, submissions or photographs to us; we will send you an an
electronic copy along with your hard copy:
hfn.communications@gmail.com
Huu -ay-aht Website
For new articles, job postings, updated events calendar, and an archive of the digital version of
the newsletter. www.huuayaht.org
Huu -ay-aht YouTube Channel
For videos of Huu-ay-aht people, places and special events, subscribe today!
www.youtube.com/user/HFNCommunications
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