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Title – Acting Speaker 

Type of Decision – Approval 

Submitted by: Charlie Clappis 

Background 

A Session of the People’s Assembly has been called for November 30, 2013.  A Speaker or 
Speaker is required to begin, preside over and end a Session of the People’s Assembly 
(Government Act, s.78).  Executive Council wishes to appoint a Speaker so that the Session of 
the People’s Assembly called for November 30, 2013 may proceed. 

Angela Wesley has expressed an interest (see attached memo).  As well there was discussion at 
the last Executive Council Meeting about having Tom Happynook take on the role of Acting 
Speaker; and Johnson Ginger advised that he would resume the Acting Speaker position if 
Executive Council was not able to find someone suitable. 

All three of these individuals meets the requirements set out for a speaker in section 39(2) of the 
Government Act in that he: 

a. is an honoured and respected Huu-ay-aht citizen; 

b. has the necessary experience, wisdom and impartiality to fairly and effectively 
discharge the powers, duties and functions of the Speaker; 

c. is generally knowledgeable about Huu-ay-aht laws including the Constitution,  
Huu-ay-aht legislation and Huu-ay-aht customary law.  

 

Recommendation 

That Executive Council review and discuss the options and appoint an Acting Speaker. 

Decision: 
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For ease of reference, this motion may be referred to as:  

Motion Regarding Appointment of an Acting Speaker  

Motion 

WHEREAS: 

a) A Session of the People’s Assembly has been called for November 30, 2013. 

b) A Speaker or Acting Speaker is required to begin, preside over and end a Session of the People’s 
Assembly (Government Act, s.78). 

c) Johnson Ginger resigned from the position of Acting Speaker. 

d) Executive Council wishes to appoint an Acting Speaker so that the Session of the People’s 
Assembly called for November 30, 2013 may proceed. 

e) _________________ has agreed to be appointed as Acting Speaker.  

f) In the view of Executive Council, ____________ meets the requirements set out for a speaker in 
section 39(2) of the Government Act in that she: 

a. is an honoured and respected Huu-ay-aht citizen; 

b. has the necessary experience, wisdom and impartiality to fairly and effectively discharge 
the powers, duties and functions of the Speaker; 

c. is generally knowledgeable about Huu-ay-aht laws including the Constitution,  
Huu-ay-aht legislation and Huu-ay-aht customary law.  

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Executive Council appoints ___________ as Acting 
Speaker. 

 

Follow-up action to be taken:  

The Law Clerk is to notify ____________ of appointment as Acting Speaker and to take all steps 
necessary to facilitate ______________ compliance with s. 39(6) of the Government Act, which 
provides that the appointment of an Acting Speaker is effective once the individual: 

(a) accepts the appointment in writing and delivers the written acceptance to Executive Council, and 

(b) makes the oath of office of the Speaker before the Ta’yii Hawilth. 
 
Date for completion of follow up action:  prior to the November 30, 2013 session of the  

People’s Assembly______________ 

Appendices attached to Motion: 

 Written report prepared by _____not applicable______________. 

 
Introduced by:                                                  
 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBER 

 
Date:       November 30, 2013         
  DATE OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING 
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